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ABSTRACT , ' r 

' J Data on. free*" universities and learning cejiters. 
(including th/e addresses of the institutions) ♦re ptesented. In a 
survey developed by the Free University NetworX for the >National 
Center for Education Statistics, statistics on the free universities 
and learning centers are provided in the following ateas: numbers of 
institutipns, enrollment data , staff statistics, feefe^ and budget 
information, programs available', aivd jftoblems and f^iture directions, 
Mrong findings of the study are that thexe^areMM6 free universities 
and 42 learning referral centers, that 60 percent cf the free 
•univer sillies and 20 percent of the learning centers are affiliated 
with a college or university, and that (in 1978) almost 300,000 
Pfiople were enrolled in free universities and learning centers had 
ovyr 21,000 registrants, ?jade over 26,000 referral^, and had almost 
20,000 resource persons o¥ teachers on file. Other findings reveale^ 
that 73 (percent of the staff of both institutions were volunteer,^ 
that almost 20,000 different class or activity sections were offered/ 
and that the average annual budget for a free university was about / 
4(0,500. The survey instrument is appended. (PHR) / 




* Reproductions "StrfkpMed by EDRS. ar^^. the'vbest ^hat Can be iiade / ♦ 

* from the original docuinent. , * 





FREE 

UNIVERSITIES 
AND 

LEARNING 
REFERRAL 
CENTERS 
1978 



atlona 
^nfer for 
ducatoi 
Diafeiics 



9 

TM.S OOCOMSNt ►'*l,-^"v»0 FROM 
°" ?i? V^eW OPINION* 

.4:*rNM.oN»T»T6 or 

*irM^^N;'o?.t.oNo««)ucv 




I 



4 

4 




■• » ■ » • ...... ,> • . ' 

l itsi «ii«,ni(/t-il III llu iMilv l'^(>()\, Ium; iiiuvrisilU's ^ilul Kiynniii^M^ltMiaUiMilcli iw)' 
iLs|>ri*1i\i>l\ ' Si\l\*i»rr( i'iir'nr the ln'i* imivnsiflcs ami .M) pciftMil ihe lc:nnirij?yc.!(^c 
uIKm..' mi iiiiiViM-silv . I Dill \ iii>liriilKnis air F>i)lli liL'ii?univiMsili(^s iitui lojiiuiiu i^nMilcis 



iw)W tnimbci I^K) and 4.2 
jir ajliliatod witfi J 

. ullo}!* (M iiiilViM-silv . I Dill iriM) iii>liriilKms an.* r>iMli liL'ii?univiMsilirs iitui lojiiuii^'. cohUms - ^ • 

1 lOi iiniviMsilfc:> jcpnrioil h'^.^stiaiions A)f 2^)8, 2SS I<m 1*);7X, iricliuliil^» oii^ht which IkhI ovci 10.000 re^is- 
tcicti 'I (Miuio^' MiiUis had .M .ISO H*i;jshaiLls. inaih* ..'f^.S-l^^ u'lcii;iJs. arid liad U'achtMN <m icsourcc fKMStms * 

onhic" ' ■ . ■ * 

)hr Upn .iriirr iiniV'MNitv »m Iramin)' rclnial i c\)\c\ Mall [x'rsun was iinl paid hul voly^^ccicd and wurkcd' / 

paiMinuMholh > pi lo'mT ' ^ * 

AlIlH^^l ^M)O(H) dillkMcnl v'lass ni M iiMlv sf. (KMjs wtMt: (iKcial in. h>78. with.tiu' innst ui aits, hoth vi.snal and? 
pt 1 tnunini' { ^ .Xi^ I )^liiniu- rrcMuuni. s I ph^Nk'al imJju alinn and Icisinr sludii^s I M ^4). ami iMi^\iiu'onn)» and 

f'lij'.iitt'' ( inv' ioLrtc<l*fv'' lin< >lt>vV ( M /(U . * *■ . • ^ . • , 

( ,,iMp.li' 'l li» linMii^l ^ nlh '.;'- t>' itlilM ''.ii\ !llllh)ii Mid nlll-'l,* 't.Nt .. tn's .11 r Mir^l i hiUf^O ''ndv a 

iMinniHiiii miVhihI ''i(h*M .i s- h«Ht| m ^.■IU^l* t vVivl i .M i< t'."-'. i >i . .L I'M* Ih'j fiialriLiK \cc. l>;iscd np(in jMiial 

riu- avcijcv^ hiij)'.;i ioi a th^- mtiv. rau it ai'>inid s.'O.'^un. l|n\\A'\CK jhis liv^Mn; was atlVi lrd lAnsfdiwaNy 
\>\ lite brK^rl.K \r\v Lmj- li.r niiivriMtffs I hv I.iuhM . im ryimpl'V lia-d an :iv<Ma^^' lHid*?<-t ut" Vi-^J^^^^ ''H* 
.^.^iiiiasl . lh» - / / sinajf' s' ^*ltvlr''l ■^^vljK>^» ass'iav.'' ^ 1 .'^''t' • .■ , 

i\.i.i."' .i'H^ljTi iv.i I !>-.Miiin.^- ■■iiirfvv.T. '.■riMM«.Mtii,il'-K s'V'^tn) 1 lu- I.u li-id .'Ul avrra^^c" nf 

;n(> jiid dn; r >nijii' :>i avrfV.H d > \ ' * ' ■ . \ ' /. 



'f iC«- U^il^^'lMl^J■^ U'- tN l^iMV^ .iv .1 spi-t ttiv !\ pc ol oumiii/.>Imii iiodn vnIh-m- x ihM>^M-il^. ntMtt.li;);u r J.Iilss(»s .1 

vll-l«'-l »h''.>'''iiii.)» -mIiiIi' ('uMh \\v\ Ij'ibl iv.iir . .it.ilo}'\».^l tlKMl.^^Hiimi'v, t(» . h ui'm- .mi1\ .1 Mt|tll It-- \0m li ( <ur| s 'o-Jmnn 
rv|uns,'. |ij MO III If ill in. I I. vriu-. ,!■■ ..n .1 :'-l.il!^ '.'Iv l-.^w I'lhlyM-r |!n:v\v»lrri .iir i .iII-mI I m-^ miu»M »lj!i\'s . \ p» rinu'ii ( jI < 
I 1 . 1 l\. mts. i -r . Miiiinflliu -IMlir'. V ^ ** . • 

„ I .iintni- iiliiiil .t'lihr, |ii .Wil' .-.Jiii.iii II. il ii'i«n,i|. tM imliM-ldnl^ ^''^Uin' im-u iii.iiii>n -Imm'v r jud i\ uIimI s < a Ir i nir 



3 



/■ 4 



ERIC ' ^ 



■J 



• ■ J* 



V 



. . . ) ' .. . • 

U S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE 

Joseph A. ^sli^an^^i h., Secretary 



Eilucatt(v\Divisipii 

Mary F. Berry, Assisf^nt Secretary for I 



ducadon 



^-National Center for Education Statistics . 
Marie JD. li\6x\df,erAdrfiihistra(or 




1^ ^ NATIONAL^CJ;NTI;R10KHI)U( ATION STATISTICS 

■, . - ^ ' . ■ ■ ■ ■ 

. "the purpose of the Center shall be to collcci ami clisseminaic siaiisiics and other data related to education in * 
the United States ajfjd in other nations. Th6 Center shall . .*. collect, collate, and. from time to time, report full and 
complete statistics on the conditions of education in the United States, conduct and publish reports on specialized 

'analyses of the meaning and significance of such statistics. . . , aird rc^view .and report on education activities in 
foreign countries.""Section 406(b) of the General l-ducation Provisions Act. as amended (20 U.S.C. I22Ie-l).^ 



ERIC 



5 \ 



V 



7 



Foreword 



Public Uw 93-380 requires that the National Center for Education Statistics study ami report on the status 
of all phases and levels of education in the United States. One area, not heretofore studied, is that of free universi- 
ties and learning centers, . ; . ^ 

First develope4 during, the ^)eriod of student protests of the 1960's, these insUtutions were student-lead and 
served the student conumirtity and/or the general publidTheir increasing stability, innovative approach to educa- 
tion, and low-cost of operatio>iS4nake them particularly pc^ar today. iT ^ 

This first national survey of free* universities andJ^|Mng cenl^ was planned By the Free University .Nei , 
work (FUN) and by the National Center for EducatioJHstics (NCES). The survey form and list (rfinstittitions ' 
^was developed by FUN, which also handled all the rnailffl|| fcrflowup, and editing of data. The tables and final 
report were prepared.by NCES. ^ 

Special thaifts are due to >yilliam A. Draves of FUN University^Network and to his associates on this project: 
Doris Hoerman, Joseph K. Rippetoe, C. James Killacky, and Sue Maes. Special assistance also was provided by the 
Board of FUl^ Network: Gregg Marlesso, Anne Colgan, Meredith Mcplroy, td Dobmeyer, Dennis DuBe, Jim 
MiUpps and Steyevf edesco. Support was also provided by Francis U. Macy and James Hcfferman of the National 
(Tnter for Educational Brokering, Within NCES, the project was coordinated by Robert Calvert, Jr., assisted by 
Barbara Whalen and Ruth Mihnis. . 

The information provided by the various free universities and learning centers was the key to the outcome of • 
this project. Their responses, and obvious interest in communicating the status of their institution, should be 
acknowledged with appropriate appreciation: 

'RolfM,Wulfsberg * ^ 

Acting Director, Division of ^ - 

Postsecondary and Vocational " ' , * 

Education Statistics^ 



September 1978 
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Introduction . 



"Free universities and (earning referral centers are 
among tlie newest educational developments in the 
/United Slates/' What inak;es them distinctive is that 
Ihey be^an wilhoul benefit ol Federal br State funding 
Or planning by professional edt^cators. Rather, they 
began as an outgrowth of. the student activism on col- 
lege and universiiy cac^puses in the mid*l960*s. Since 
then, free universities and learnin^^ centers have ex- 
tended their activities to include the general public 
including the elderly, rur^ resident, and pre-college 
youth. < ^ ■ 

, - ■ V 
Fre* Universities 

^ A free university is generally deflned as an organiza^ 
lion i>ffcring ungraded, unaccredited classes to the gen- 
oral public ill which anyone can teach and anyone can 
learn'.' Distinguishing characteristics of a free univer- 
sity include Mhe fact that lay members are teachers, 
teachers offer, practically any course they think maybe 
of interest, and admission of students is open., 
i.ll is generally recognized that (he free university 
> movement had its origins in the free speech movement. 
Both tjial movtMnent and the flfst free university ap- 
|K:arcd on the campus of the Llnivcrsity of California 
at lU rkcley in 1964. From its beginning in the San 



' I roc iinivcrsilics arc defined as a spt^cific type of organiz)i- 
wlioHc auspices tioiicrcdil, nQnUcgre^ classes are 

end to issue catalogs 
fee which covers class 
expenses or no fee nl a!!, and to operate on » relatively low 
bii(lf*et I hey oflon ;irc called free universities, experimental 
i (»lk'^es. free schools. ()r ennimunlversihes. 



I rec iiniversihes are uetineu as a spccitii 
h<»^Minuler wliosc auspices tioiicrcdil, n^n 
otfeiV'd lo (he general adult public, I hey ter 
of ihVir offrrings. to charge only a small fee 



Francisdo Bay Area, the concept of free universities 
spread /across the country in conjunction* witli tlie 
studcrtt movement. 

iFrom 1964 to 197Ufree univershieff were primarily 
a campus phenomenon, with the leaqership and partici- 
pant^- iUmost exclusively student, based. The cj^jurse 
contfint was often very social or political in nature and 
thl^liavor of free universtties was a reflection of other 
c.amp^ devel9pments* peace activities, civil riglitS, 
concern for ecology, and the women's inovement.^' 

Between 1971 and J975^ campus-based free univer- 
sities declined in visibility. Marking this period *were 
articles predicting their demise.^ Actually, as tha sur- 
vey ^summarized iu this report dcrcuments, tlie. free 
univtrsity became more diversified in this period; Some 
^ame independent, breaking all ties to the college 6r 
uiliVersity campus on which they begarr and some were 
takeA over by community agencies. As the orientation 
of the free university turned more toward the coii^mu- 
m^, participants increasingly came from tlie general 
tion. The curriculum cxp'anded to include prac- 
tical ^illst arts and cfafts, humanities, and personal 
growth V. -J ^ . 

Sj^ce Ki25^-&tt<^i0^^^f^ experienced a 

period of rcnetved growth and visibility . Mw number 
of free universities stabilized at around 150 to 200. 
Hnroilments have grown as more adults participated in 
lifelong learning. Several of the larger free universities 
(iricluding the University for Man infKansas and tlie 
Community Free School in Colorado) initiated out- 
reach programs wliiclu encouraged the development of 
additional free universities iii their area. Tlie Educa- 
tional Testing Service in 1978 listed free universities as 
one of the 12 major nonschool providers of adult learn- 
ing in the United States/* Tli^ resurgence and stability 
jof the free university movement was sensed by many 
close to educational innovation .*^ * ^ 



^See "Service to the Campus; I^ree Universities** in Paul 
Lauter and I lorence Howe Thc CnnsffiracyoJ thv Yottttf^. New 
American Library, pp. 29128. 

Jane Liohtman, flr/«/? Your ()\\*n Bai^, American Association 
of Higher l!ducation^ 1973. 

^**No» (irade^ No I-.xanis /Vnd Now. Mo Schools** Ne\j 
York Times, August 22 J 97 1 . ^ 

Paul Lauter and Morence Howe "What Happened to the 
!"reelJniversity*\.VtffMrt/fl>'/?cm'w, June 20. 1970. 

^Richard K. Petersen; Toward l.if clonic Learning in 
America: A Sourcebook /or Jossey Hasg. Mjinuseript 
in Process. ^ . * 

^'*l'ree' Universities: Many Still Ihriving" Chronicle 
Hifiher ildttcation, November 22, 1976. • 

*Trec University Idea (*atches I-irfc" United Press Interna' 
tional Wire Service release. May 12. 1976, 



Learning Referral Centers 

► learning referral centers sei:ve as educational bro- 
kers, oftert liy i!^e of a (cleph'onc referral service .^^Per-' 
sons (5all the learning center to register Uici'r learning 

' need and to ascertain who might provide tlie needed 
information. Others callv^the center to* indicate tliat 
they have knowledge and wpiild be wiling to serve as 
a resource in certain areas. The leamiqg- center matches * 
learners with resource persons. Most educational activ- 
ity arrangCtd through learning centers is on aonc-to-or\e 
basis. Sometimes, the two parties "bj|ter*- fbr an ex- 
change of services, for example, **yJu help me -with 
computer programming and 1 will work witli your 
backyard landscaping/' One learning centeV, in fact 
calls itself *Tradc Off *^nd another is known as 
"Share^;' ^ • 

The first learning referral- center was The l:^^ariiing 

.♦.^xcftange set up in fivanston^ Illincys/in 1971. Tto 
began as a direct resuh of Ivan UHcirs proposal for 
*iearning wcbs**^ and a visit by tlie fuOnders of Tlie 
Learning Exchange to lllicirs center in- Guernavaca, 
Mexico. * k ' 

Since 1971. an estimated 100 Teaming referral cen- 
ters have been established around the country. How- 
ever, only 20-.\0 have been in existeVe at any bne 
time. A major problem is their relative^' Igw budgets 
and their inability to afford permanent, hill-timc staff. 
The success of learning centers, as well As free univer- 
sities, often is closely related to the abil/ty of the initial 
founclers to recruit new cohorts of interested and 
dedicated volunteer/part-lime staff. 

The growth of -learning referral ceiitcrj^ has been 
aided by a* technical assistance "program eSlabl^5llcd 
The L(MlrniiTg txclian<tjc. riiis is best documented in 
The lli/arning l xchangi\^\ 

The iitformality of free universities and IcSirning 
referral ctlilers is often retlecled in their names. While 
some usL* ffi^r^ formal titles siicli asT'lie Learning (\)n 
' nectioiu ircativc ^Alternatives, and Majihaltan Re- 
sources, Ah^rs have selected Other Term, (iumbii U: 



Learnirp referral tenters provide edmationiil referrals to 



itidividuah 
itig teaching 

l>rr'*kers, beitwven per^ 
sources able 



^Iviin III 



eeking mforiiiation Uot\\ other iiidividiiuls offer 
skill, or tutorial services. I hey v^Fve asediiiation 

and 

to provide it. I hey are alsokn^)wn as educational 
feferfal ceiilcrs. learning networks, learning ex^hango, and re- 
Vfral serviel 

vU J )e5chi')ohfifi Society, Marpcn-Kow. 1972. 



Robert I owis and liiune Kifiishi. Pie Learn in lyx change, 
! he Learning l.xchanj^e. hvanston» Illinois, 1977. 



Home of Fingcr-Lickin' Learning, artd The Class 
Factory. . • ^ 

Free universities and learning cetiters see themselves 
as being liokinig mechanisms for serious as well as 
leisure learning. Their missiqn is deflned^o include 
cjeatmg a sense of. community, developing feelings of 
individu^worth and control of one's destiny, pro- 
moting commbnity development and poHtical democ- 
cacy, and exploring ways jpf looking at the world. 

Still another characteristic is the tendency for some 
fre« universities to specialize in a partii^ular area. Illus- 
trative arc several with a special interest in the women's 
movement pr e(9blogy aiid die^^ (such as the H^ahh and 
Life. University). <i 



Surve>j Procedures 

A number of steps were taken; to develop the data 
which are presented in this report. 
^ First, a list of free universities and learning referral 
centers was developed by the Free University Network, 



based upon both its membership and othefs knohvii by , 
it. The Free University ^Network is a national organiza- 
tion of free*universitie$ and learning referral centers. 
Nan\es of additional organizations Were sought from 
p^er sources to provide the most comprehensive lis^ 
possible. * 

Second, a survey form was developed by the Free 
University Network, working with the National Center 
for Education Statistics, . ^ '/ 

Thirds the form was mailed out in March 1978 to 
270 organizations identified as possibly bein^g either a 
free university or learning jceferral center. .These insMtu- 
tions were followed up by the Free University Network 
to insure prompt and complete responses. Within ^ 
^^3^ek$ replies had been received from 234 organizations 
(including some not eligible to be counted as a free 
university or learning referral center). Telephone and 
^ wrttten foUowup resulted in a response rate of over 95 
* percent of the original mailing. 

Fourth, the data returns were edited by the Free 
University Network^ including verification and '^ore 
information needed" contacts. 

Fifth, this summary report was prepared. 
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Tli€ survljy i(lentified 132 free universities/28 learn- 

ig* centers, ^and M^wliicK are. boUi'of tHes^ types. 

yriuis\ .rlir table* irtvtlijs rcpo^ct arc based upon a lotal'of 

146 fpce univJVsilies anti 42 learning referral i;€i|tcrs;f A 

list afpeariJ irt the ilfrfict(?ry ""at tlie^end ofr^e report^ 
* ****** • 
>^ncliidinf^ jtt^ne itfslitutions topcncw to have i)artici- * 

pa te d in' me sifrve^. ^ • » \ . 

M();»t free iiiuversitiefi a^Mcarning referral centers,^ 

are rclativ^y new. institutions. As shown^n table 1 a 
third ofrtJJo' freiv uinvcrs^Jijjs wore fouridcd ^before / 
1971. Tab^|2 y^wsMiiqi die first leamingwiccnters 
Iw^tt around 1^7 1 . JWnW^av* Itad ifittuuptcd serv^ 
periods^ ()fteii ilu'' roMrit()J^'h tcnipc^r^ry loss of leader- w 

. • sjii^X^^ unWillm||Pll|^P^ic part of pOrsons to take 
adnlfll^l^Etttive responsibility for operating the program. 
For c'xanipie, an experimental colleg^^ affiliated with a 
nudwcslerr> h^bcral arts college^ began operations in 

' *l%9. IlowcTver, "the college fade^ froni sight in 1974 
apd it was fibt until . W6 that it resumed offering , 
c^ourses. . ^ 

Mlany of these institutions reported that a crucial • 
period (Kcurs after die first few years.' As'omj^ ' 
responded: I 

.'\ We have hit a critical period in our history. After 
5 years of existenre^. we can ho longer com- 
mand the enthusiasm -^nd grant funding of a new ^ 
project and we have ho way of guaranipein^jf' a 
inininuim operathig budget. This means we can^ 
pay our staff a living wage and consequently have 
a high staff turnover. 

Most free universities and learning referral centers 
are related to aliolher organi/.alion. However, inde- 
pendent status seems to be a growing phenomenon. Of 
the 45 free universities which report that ihcy are an 
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NuMbcrs add up to more t^han numj^r of institutiqns as some schools offered more than one type of a^tivtty.^ 



* independent (not afniiated) prgslnization, 27 were 

• organized since 1974, For learning re fej^al eeaters, 
26 of 42 were independent including most of those., 
formed since 1974. ^ ' 

AiHong those affihatcd with another^iOfg^iM/ation, 
the overwhehuing iiuijority of the free (miversitic; are 
related to- a college or university (88 of kOO affiliated^ 
Organizations). Learning centers^ are el|U*a)ly divided 
'between the. 8 affiliated with a college t)r university 
and thfc 8 linked'to a community .agency. Some of the 
community agoncies involved in these programs are 
4)ubHc libraries, Jewish comtnunity groups, and com- 
munity service organizattt)>ns. 

Whilo man]/|. free universities and learning referral 



centers ^ad a campus origin, and theirTirst participants 
tended to come from thq'Ktudent bq^y^open access to 
programs is now the norm. Details ^ tables 1 and 2 
show 4hat 126 of the 146 free universities open their 
activities to anyone as is true of 39 of the 42 learning 
centers. Where there is ar limitation, it is usually^- 
'stricted to a college community sometimes, because 
the program is funded t^y a student government asso- 
ciation. ' ♦ 

N^y groups have expanded their eligibility for serv- 
ice or service area. Illustrative is a women's program 
which now admits men aqd a campus-based program 
that is moving out to offer programs it1*other I'egions of 
the state as indicated in the following comments: 



J 



TaWc'2.' Year founded of learning referral centers by affiliation, eligibility for activities, and type of activities: 
United States, 1978 . 



I 




Afflliatlon . 


Eligibility for activities 


Type of activities' 


Year foiln^^ 




C'oHege. 


Community 
a|(ency 


Inde- 
pendent 


Other 


Anyone 


Limited to 

special 
qommunity 


Other 


(lasses 


l*-ducatiuhal 
' rcfcrni^ 

i 


Cooper- 
atives 


Other 



Total 



1975 or I97F. 
1973 or 1974 • 
1971 or ^972 
Kcfore |97l 
No ihformation 
oil fear 



42 

15 
- 7 
^8 
8 
3 



26 — 

10 — 

5 — 

3 — 

5 — 
2 



39 

15 
7 
7 
6 
3 

« I 



1*- 



42 

15 
7 
8 
8 
3 



4 - 




'Numbers add up to more than number of in.stitutions as some schools offered more than one type of activity. 



ERIC 



13 



/ ^) ' . ' > 

Wc are planAing expansion. We know there are 
mftny untapped hum^n resources in our COmmu- 
nity . Also, by servicing a primarily studcndf popu-^ 
lation we are /accd with the periodic problem of 
students moving away . 

Free universities and learning centers are fou^d In • 
39 states and the District of Columbia. They tend to be 
concentrated In certain parts of the country, (such as 
the Midwest) wtth an unusually high nimiBer in Kansas 
(20). This was encouraged by two technical assistance 
grants to start free universities in rural communities. 

' Many of the Kansas Tree universities, however, fre 
sm*H. New, York 5tate has 14 organizations, California 
has 17, and the cities, of Boston and Baltimore ha^ 5 

' and 3, respectively. - ' 



No free- unlvcursitv or learnfng referral center was 
reported* In Alaska, Connecticut, H^aii, Idaho, 
Mississippi, Ncl>m|ca, Nevada, New 'Mexico. North | 
Dakota, VenAont, and West Virginia. i / 

The main activity 6t free ^universities, as shown in 
table 1, Vto offer classes (143 out of 146); Likewise, 
thd learning, centers in table 2 all reported i)iat-they 
specialized in ^ducatlqM^l refcf/als. However, referrals, 
were offered by 16 of me (ice universities and classes 
by 6 of the learnjlng centers -excluding --octivities of 
organizajionsv^which serve as both a free university and 
a learning referral center. Cooperatives (such as food 
cooperatives, hou^g cooperatives, ei^ were offered 
by 3'2 of the organizations •and 20 ottfl^rograms al«o 
'^ere cited. 




9 " * 



/ • 

I(egistrations In Free 




/Learning Refeftal 
Cienters , 




Free univer^tie's reported 298,255 registrations. As 
son\a persons took more than one activity, the actual - 
nqmber of individuals served (the undupllcated couyt) 
.was 199,703. Almost* half of the registrations were 
reporte^by the eight largest free universities^ 

Figures ♦for learning referral center!* are lower, 
21,480 persons (unduplicated) registered for educa- 
tional assistance andJ9,452 persoijs Volunteered to 
serve as teachers or resource pcrsqns. A total of 26,849 
•referrals were made by learning centers. The two' 
largest learning centers accounted for 44 percent of all 
^ registrations, 53 percent of all referrals, and 17 percent^ 
of all teachers. 

Some learning centers reported more persons regis- 
tered than were r^erred, the difference being persons 
who Sought help but who were not able to be matched 
with t source of assistance. Oth^ found it hard to 
distinguish betw^gn registrations for assistance and 
teachers pr resource persons, on the grounds that **alL 
of our participants are available to share knowFeSge/' 
Onp respondent reported it had 90 resource persons 
available, re^stered by 124 topics or skill areas. Of 
this, 56 were cljraified as teachejs (willing to provide 
instruction) ancj 34 were interest match persons (will- 
, ing to provide information or to talk about their hobby 
or skill). 

^ In a 1972 study, Lichtmkn estimated there were, 
betwj^ 120,000 and 200,000 regi»Jrationsi.^ Thus, the 
1978 datti 'shows growth, but somewhat less than the 
inflated claims of many who speak or write abou< the^ 
field. n ^ , 



' l.khtlnan, Bring Your (fwh Bag. 
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Table 3.-Rfejgislratlon size of free universities by total registrations and undufdicated regist rations rTTnlted States 
19.78 and 1977 // ^ • .. ! 



Registration size 
1978 



/ 



Number of 
institutions 



Total 

10,000 and bver 
5,000 to 9,999 
2.000 to 4,999 
1,000 to 1,999 
500 to 999 
250 to ^99 
Uss than 250. 

Not reported and new programs 
p 

'nA: Not«pplicable. 



146 

8 
9 
16 
27 
20 
29 
30 
7 



Total ledstrations 

— 



1978 



130,849 
58,305 
45,265 
36,236 
13,381 
10,183 

, 4,043 
NA 



1977 ^ 



'298,255 • . 248,293 



108,654 
56,050 
31389 
28,755 
l1,06§ 
8,243 
4,134 
NA' 



Un^uplRsated 
. fegtstrations 



1978 


1977; 


* 199,703 • 


* 174,310 


77,713 


71,55? 


43,250 


41,750 


• 32,100 


22,830 


26,537 . 


21,289 


9,167 


, 7.816 


/ 8,276, 


6.318 


1 ; 2,860 


2,748 


■'^ NAl 


NA 



r 



Registration figures for both ^78 and the prior 
"ye^r appear in tables 3 aijd 4. In both cases, some 
institutions failed to report figures so that the grand 



total of registrations or referrals is probably well over 
30015000. Other organizations were new in 1978 and 
tiad no figures to (eport as of yet. 



Table 4.-Referral size Of learning centers by total referrals, unduplicated registrations, and number 9f teacher^: 
United States, 1978 and 1977 , ^ 



Referral size 
1978 


,^ Number of 
institutions 


Total referrals 


■7 — ' * 

Unduplicated 
registrations 


Number of teachers 


1978 


: 1977 


1978 


1977 


1978 • 


1977 


Total 




26,849 


23,396 


21,480 17,211 


19,452 


15,445 


5,000-9,999 
2,50Q4,999 
1,000-2,499 
500-995 
250-500 
0249 ^ 
Not reported and 
new (Programs 


2 

' 4 
• .'5 
. 15 

13 


14,239 
,5,450 

i,iob' 

2,549 
1,525 
1,586 


12,821 

. 1 :S 

1,950 
4-^50 
1,505 


9.364 

J500 

2,380 
1.193 
3,693 


8,050 
3,740 

300 
1.'889 

973 
2,259 

. . f 


W58 
1859 
5,500 
1 ,782 
858 
2.095 


2,800 
4,820 
4,500 
' 1,515 
* 293 
1,517 
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* 





' tte data sh(Av,that free,i^niversities had a 20.1 P^''- Jk » Comments made. by 
' ce^a Increase over the .prio^year and learning center^Venced' a decline ^In regi 



had, a 14.7 percent increase. The growth reported by 
some institutions w^s phenomenal:* ' 

Last fall was pur Hrst'^tfiester, with <to enroll- 
' fnent of 60. thi/ spring the enrftUihent reached 

1 ;400. Our biggest problem is finding places to 

hold oyr classes. '. i. 

' .Another institution commented* 

Our program is very new- and has experienced 

phenomenal growth during its first two sessions. 

The need for this program in this area is evident. 

In order to sustain this group, we hope to be ^ble 

to offer our courses to persons outside of the 

university comrminity in the future. 



Not all ij}Stitutions, of course, reported registration 
increases. By size, following are-thc numbers of free p 



tnstnutipns virhich had experi- 
egistF!/ion**are illustrated by the 

;follow^nfc: 

Several fabtors influx/iced the drop'in participant 
level from last yeai/ A change in office location 
and staff pbilosopiny was most.apparent, the re- 
sult of a change in administration^ 

• k. ' ^'^ . ■ 

The numb«|r dT courses offered ii^ached a peak m 

1976 and |ias' decHned since then. Vhe number 

has probajbly stabilized .and, more importantly, 

the querflV of our classas has improved.. We now 

have a jlrpgram based ofl 30 to. 40 good classes^ 

a term, I'ather than 80 to 120 me4focre ones.* 

Our future goals inclu^b mofe one- time special 

events,/niyfe workshops, and more cosponsoring 

of caryiinis events. 

tiin was also obtained on the characteristics 



Info 



universities with increased, decreased, and no change 
in registrations for 1978, as compared with 1977: 



Registration 
size 
• 1978 



Increased 
over 
1977 



Decjj^.ased 
* over 
1977 •• 



No 
significant 
change 



6^ 

3 

12 

12 
It? 
16 



10,000 and over 
5.000 to 9,999 
2,000to4v999 
1,000 to 1,999 
. 500 to 999 
250 to 499 
Under 25p 

Among learning centers, 19 sliowed an. increase, 3 ^ 
decline, and 7 no significant change compared to the 
poor year. 



0 
3 
1 . 
2 
5 
4 
10 



2 
3 
3 
12 
3 
7 
4 



of tho^e s<Jrv«d by free universities and learning referr^ 
cente/s as shown in table 5. By sex, 40.9 percent of all 
partifcip^nti- were male ^ 59.1 percent were, female.' 
Fifw or^a^zations had 50 percent or more of Uieir 
pa/tic'pan^ male vvhile ferpales accounted for over half - 
oV tlic paiii'cipants in 95 organizations. ' • 

Minomy group nien^beis accounted for 9.5 percent 
f ail participants roughly half their proportion of/ 
Jie total poj)ulation. Only^ 22 organizations reported 
minorityjenrollments of 20 percent or more. Less than 
half (4$.l percent) of the enrollments in free universi- 
'ties ahjd learning referral centers came from affiliated 
organisations. This ranged frtyn 35'in.wjicH almost all 
the' participants (90 percent or more) came from ai^ 
affiliated organization to 78 organizations in which less 
than half of their participants came from an affiliated 
arganizatign. 



ERIC 



11 



• * 

Table^ 5. -Free universities and learning centers by per- 
cent of those served male/ minority, and 
_from affiliated institutidn: United States, 
1978^ . 



and 1 

percent 

it 


male 


Minority 


if 

From *^ 
affiliated 
institution 


Overall p9rcerft 


40.9 


. 9.5. / 


• 




iQumbcr of institutions 


• * ' • • * 

• \ 


^ ♦ 
Total 


174 


173 


• n 

174^ 


90 and nvpr 


0 


0 ' 






f ■ 


0 


13 


70-79 


^ 2 


0 


14 


60-69 


5 


0 ./ 


5 . • 


50-59 


42 . 


1 


7 


4049 


, 52 


1 




30-39 


25 


4 • 


'I > 

o 


20-29 


11 


16 


'7 


- 10-19 


5- 


31 


7 


Less than 10. 


, 2 


61 


48 


• No^information 


29 


59. 


22 










<i: 


' — * ' 





^Numbers indicate distribution bf institutions by various char- 
^ acteristi^s. For example, at 4 institutions, minorities account 



J ^ - — - r—y — . T f " 

for between 90 to 39 percent of those served. 



4 



ERIC 



12 



kaffOfFree . 
Universities A|id\ 
Xearniiig Referral 
Centers ^ 



The typKal free university or learning referral center 
depends upon part-time and unpaid volunteers for 
most of its staff. As shown by the data iti table ^, a 
total of 1 ,250 persons held administrative and non- 
teaching staff positions. Most (73 percent) were non- 
paid and worked part-time (also 73 percent). 

Sixty-six organizations reported that they had one 
or more full-time, paid staff employees. This, however, 
is only around a third of all organizations. Among the 
66 organisations, 35 had one full-time employee and 
13 only two. The remaining had from three to 13 full- 
time staff members. Seventy-nine organizations had 
one or more part-time, paid employees. Here, 33 had 
only one and 26 had tv^o employees of this^ype.The 
highest was recorded by an orgailization with 15 p id, 
part-ti|ne staff mmbers. * . 

Many of the paid workers were^ employed using 
CETA (Comprehensive Employment and Training Act) 
funds. These funds support public service jobs and are 
designed to provide both job' training for those in- 
volved and to be relatively short-torm in nature. One 
free university, which reported 13 full-time employees 
was hiring 9 of them on CETA funds. In some cases- 
the only fuU-timei paid employee was provided via 
CETA. 

Other paid employees were reimbursed at a rela- 
tively low (sub-professional) rate or given some sort of 
special financial support. Included in this larger cate- 
gory were persons offered tuition reim'bursement at the 
universfty with'WhlclAe learning cenl^nvas affiliated, 
affim 



Comments on staffincluded these three 

Our otganizatidn needs a full-time stftff person to 
coordinate its classes. 



) 



Table 6.-Staff in free unive'rsitie^ and learning centers by fu(l or part-time 9tatus and by paid or not paid status: 
United States, 1978* ( < > . .'. * 



Staff dize 


Clumber of ^ 
organizations 

— r-- ■ 


' Total. ( , 
staff 


' • • — *t 1 

' Paid.^aff - 


r " 

^ Nonpaid (vofunteer) 
staff 




Full-time 


. Part-time 


Full-time 


f 

^rt-time 



Total 

Over 100 

50-99 
'2549 
, 10-24 
. 5-9 

Le$s than 5 . 

No infomiaJtion 



174 

1 
1 

^ 6' 
28 
39 
86 
13 



1,250 

102 
88 
233 
392 
248 
1-87 



155 



i3 

11 I 

47- 
35 

49 ^ 



182 



7 
52 
.53 
70 



S2 

2 

7 
22 
10 
11 



861 

100 

75 
20fi[ 

•271 
150 

■ 57 



'staff includes administrative and other nonfeaching persons." 



With" only two people, we have become somewhat 
exhausted. 



\ 



An absolute must is at least ope full-time (prcsum* 
ably paid) person to coordinate the whole show.' 
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/Fees And Budgets In 
Free Universities And 
JLearning Referi|ai 
Centers ' 



. Initially, free universities hicgan with the idea of 
offering no-cost educatipnal prdg^s.'Now, motft have 
Irttr^ institute some sort of «iiarge^ which led to one 
institution's describing itself as a "free (almost) univer- 
sity " Overall, however, tlieir basic commitment re-, 
mains to offer proj^^s at the lowest possible charge. 

The types of fees charged by fr^ universities and 
learning referraj centers are shown in tajjlc 7. All but 
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Table 7.~Free universities and learning centers by fees 
charged for services; United States, 197&^ 
1978* 




Fees 



Total 

Registration fee to use 
organization's service 
. Teacher, class, or service fee 
fibr individual activities^ 

Materials fee 

Other ' 

No f6es 

No information 



f 



Free 


Leaning 


Universities 


Centers 


146 


42 • 


53 


9 


59 


7 


67 


> 


2 


5 


4 


13 


3 


4 



1 w 

iNun^i^rs add up to more than total number of institutions as 
some Schools reported tnare than one type of fee. 



4 free universities and I ^ learning referral centers have 
l5omc sort of charge. Among free universities, tlie 136 
which reported Information used 239 different fees or 
dn\ost two per organization: The three most comiuon 



IS 



charges are a materials lee (for Items ^/itually used 
the activity), a geneml registration fee (to use the 
scrviec), and a teacher fee (based upon acttNit ij^e made 
of the instructional program). Fee practices vary 
widely among institutiims, ^onie oi-gani/ations only 
charge those not affihated with the sponsoring insti- 
tution. One has a registration fee of 25^. Even withirf 
a single free university , some teachers are paid for their 
services, others may elect to take no fee. The fee foi 
' teachers may be^,given directly to them by Uie students, 
or collected on their behalf by tlie free university. 
Some free universities charge a fee for tlj,eir catalog.' 

Learning centers are less likely to charge a •fee in. 
fact, almost a third of those reporting information IviU 
no fees. Some learning tenters charge a file search fee, 
to cover costs ui identifying c|\ialificd resource persons. 
^ Resource persons may, then, nL:gotiate their own 
arrangements with persons^seeking help. Thij may' in- 
volve a fee between the individuals, a swapping of 
services or knowledge, or'sonie other arrangement. * 
^ In many teases, of course, free universities are able 
to keep their charges low because of support from an 
affiliated orBuni/atiim. This, however, may create prob- 
Jems as cited by one free university which has received 
financial support from a student government asso« 
ciation.* 

We are presently being pressured by tlie student 
government to charge for classes. Wc are also 
being pressured to increase our ratio of students 
tocommuniiy participants. 




Infig^tion on budgets of hcc ujiiversities is sunl- 
mari/flM table 8^ While the average budget fgr a free 
univefsiTy was $20,000. over half of the free univer- 
sities operated* im less than $ 1 ,000. The ,16 largest free 
universities^ accounted for around threeTomthi of all 
the funds reported. Most of these larger free univer- 
sities used student fees as a major income souice. 

Free university funds came fiom tliree main souices: 

Participants (icgistration fees, 

teacher fees, etc.) 
Outside organizations (affiliated 

institutions, contracts, grants. 

etc») 

l und raising and "other 

Some had C I I A funds, as mentioned earlier under 
staff, !md this is reported under the category of con- 
tracts and grants,. Simie raised moiTey by leasing equip- 
ment to outside organi/ations (such as renting time on 
a printing pre.s.s or iuc a pliologiaphy darkroom). A-^ 



77 citations 



102 citations 
60 citations 



number sold gds in catalogs or other publlpatTons or 
tpxtbooks as fund raising ajeasures. 
tie group used only a single funding source: 

Our. goal isjiiiiply^to oftcr alternat ive education 
ti^tlie c(3knnmnity on a totally free basis. Ta 
meet this aim, we keep our exposes to;the min- 
iuunn. Wc have no office and our classes are held 
in private homes. Wc have no phone and pay no^ 
salaries. We are totally unfunded through any 
grants or donors. We raise the $1,200 it cosfus 
to operate througli ^garage sales. We do not want 
to change this structure. 

Budget details for learning centers arc shown in 
table 9, In contrast to free universities, contractors and 
donations were used by more centers than participants 
fees. The budget average was $22,200, but piany 
reported no infi^f^mation. 

Details on ^expenditures Oft also sliown in tables 8. 
and 9. While a number reported spending funds on 
, staff salaries and otKjeacher cohipensatiqn, the most 
, common expenditure rtem wa;k for the advertising^pro- 
grams (including costs for catalogs or brochures). 

The emjjbasis on expenditii|es for publicity and its 
impocjalke to the free university or learning center is 
reflected in comments made by a number of institu- 
tions. ^ 

Our organization is grj^wing/but our (nain prob- 
lem is getting the public to realize that we exist. 

^ Our free university started a new promotion 
# strategy this year. We improved from a fall en- 
rollment of appro-ximately 380 to a winter en- 
rollment of approximately 846. We hope to 
expand evcii further in the future. ' 

Today, the biii^ line agreed to put catalogs in all 
city J)i«cs. Two major grocery chains are sending 
letters to their store managers requesting that 
they accept catalogs for distribution. We had 
business cards printed. We gbt a front page arti- 
cle^ in the campus papef and four vojunteers 
came in (on their own steam) to do things for 
us. All of this Just today. 

.\« ' 

( onunents throughout the survey indicate that tlie 
develi^pnicnt of sufficient and .stable income sourOes 
represents the single most ciucial factor facing free 
, imiversities and learning referral centers. ^ 

( losely related is obtaining sufficient spaJb for oper- 
ations. This includes office space, work or storage 
space, and teaching or other activity space. Ir some 
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Table 8 -Total budget of free universities by sources of funds.and types of expenditures: United States, 1978 





— *M 


i 




V 


■ Vr — r- 

^Kiroei of fbndi 




4- 








Types of expenditures 


» 


Annual 

budfgcf 
ijpBiige 


Number 
oforgiini- 
zatloni 

.. «■ t 


Total 
, budget 


.. Money from 

flffillsted 

MtlUHIIvU _ 

inititutioni 


. Student 
' goverrunent 
nr fit her 
student 
Organization 


Registration * 
fees from 
participants 


Teacher/ 
class or 
service 
fees from 
pariivipanis 


•Contracts 
and 
^ants , 


Do na- 
tions 


Benefits, v 
f^d raisers 
and special 

^ojects 


OtKer 


Staff 
salaries 


Teacher 
fees* 


/ 

Facilities 


Catalog,^ 
brochure - 
advertiiing 


Other 




146 


$2,809,414 


36 . 


48 


57 


20- 


18 ' 


34 


15 


13 


70 


50 


53 


128 


5 


SSOlipDand 


• 

1^ 


$2,123,393 


3 


3 


• 

« 13 


% 




A 

4 




c 


lit 


. 11 


14 


15 


■ 3 • 




• 5 


$ 174.550 


I 


2 


4 


I 




3 


0 


2 


4 


3 


4 


5. 




* $10,000-24.999 


17 


$ 236.970 




6 


.11 


4 




2 


I 


1 


14 


: 10 




17 




$5,000-9.^99^ 


22 


$ 161.905 


7 ^ 


• U 






4 


8 


4 ' 


2 ^ 


18^ 


.7 


10 


21 


0 


$1,000^.999 


41 


$ 101.331 


8 


16 


16 


5 


•2- ' 


6 


4 


^2 


17 


16 


5 


37 


1. , 


Lets than 
$1,000' 


















1 














36 


$ 11.245 


14* 


10^ 


5 


' 3 


2 


11 ^ 


2 


I 


1 


3 


8 


33 


0 ' ' 


No information 


9 
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Table 9. 


9 

-Total bifdget of learning centers by sources of funds and types of expenditures:^ United States, 1978 


• 


* 






J 






Sour<!^s of f\inds 










Types df expenditures 




* 

Annual 
budget 
range 


Number 
of organi- 
zations 


total 
budget 


Money from 
affiliated 
institutions 


Student 
government 
or other 
student 
' brganizatidn 


Registration 
fees from 
participants' 


TeachA. 
class or 
scrvifcc 
fees from 
participants 


(Contracts 
and 
grants 


, Dona- 
tions 


Benefits. 1 
fund raisers 
and special 

projects 


pther 


\ 

Staff 
salaries ' 


Teachei 
fees 


% 

FiicUities 
*• 


Catflogy^ 
brochui^ 
. advehising 


/ Other 


Total ^ 


42 


$400,095 


4 


3 


7 


3 


12 


13 


7 


2 


11 


2 


9 


16 




$10,000 and 
over 


6 


» ♦ 

S367.430 


3 


0 


2 


2 


6 


4 


4 


1 


6 


1 


4 


5 


.2 ♦ 



$1.000-$9,999 

$1,000 or leas 

No information 

Reported under 

free -^^ 

universities^ 
t 



8^ 
4 

10 
14 



$ 30,210 
$ 1455 



' Budgets for Joint free universities-learning centers reported under free universities. 



cases, *more space jls needed Uecause of expansion. As 
one free university reported "We have doubled jn size - 
in tlie last year. We could grow even more if we had 
more facilities/' In some cases, the low priority en* 
joyed by campus-based organizations means that they 
get inferior space on campus lociitions and/or are 
forced to relocate* as other groups put a claim on th^^^ 
space. A particularly traumatic problem occurs when^ 



an affiliated institution q»ts back on its support, as 

indicated in this cement: 
" We'^ay have to leave the college campus this 
year (where we jreceive free rent, telephone, and 
class space) because^ of space problems. If this 
should happen, we would n^ed to increase our 
fees or otherwise ' raise an;^ additional several 
thousand dollars. " 



> 



Programsin Free. •» 
Universities And 
Learning Referral 
Centers 



Responding institutions were asked to send^a copy * 
of their class registration schedtlle or their catalog list- 
ing courses and sections of each. These w ere an alyzed 
and a summary of class sections by subject area devel- 
oped. These summaries for free universities were 
totalled, and the results are prescntedi" table 10. 

The data show that 19,361 cITss secfltms were 
offered. Given the previous registration figure of 
262,01*5, the aver^ige size of a class section was 13.5 
persons. The activities with the highest number of class 
sessions in 1978 werejtl) arts (visual and performing) 
with 3,861 sections; (2) home economics, witft 
(3).phy8ical education and leisure^stndios. with 2,124; 
and (4) cngioec'ring and engineering-related technology, - 
with 2,120. These four major areas accounted for 57.0 
percent of all /egistrations. Most institutions offered 
z range of activities in 5 to 10 sujjjcct areas. 

An analysis of the number of sections offered by 
individual* institutions is shown below. Particularly 
significant is the fact that some schools offer over 500 
different class sections in a year, while many offer less 
than 50. 

NumbeV of 
sections 

500 plus 
250499 
100-249 
5^ 

tlfss thani 50 



Number of Range of number 

organizations ^)f sections 

7 '577 to 2,322 
10 256 to 443 

36 100 to 248 

27 .<0 to 98 ' 

44 0 to 49 



The detail in table 10 presents a summary, by maji»r 
type of activities offered. The full range of free univci- 
sity activities moves into=clearer Ukms, as one looks at 
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Table 10«-Cla» secd9ns in free universities by subje<^: ' 



United States, 1978 



Subject 
* 


• f dial 

sections 

'Offered 


'•Percent 
of 
totftl 


fotal . 


19361 


100.0 


'Agriculture and renewable natural 






resources . * 


538 


2.8 


\ Arts , visual and performing 


3,861 ♦ 


19.9 


* Business 


532 


2.7 


Education 


* 304 


1.6. 


Engineering and engineering- 






^ related technology 


2J20 


10.9 


Health care sciences and 






technology 


1,263 


6.5 


Home economics 


2,936 • 


15.2 


"Personal services occupTations 


^ ' 65 


0 3 


Language, iinsuistics, and 






literature - . 


1 ,382 * 


V "^1 


Law V * 


174 


0 Q 


JLibrary/mu3eum science ' 


33 


^ 0.2 


Life and physical sciences 


3^8 




Mathematics 


72 


04 


Military science 


21 


0.1 


Hiilosophy and religion * 


1,780 


9.2 


Physical education and leisure 






studies 


2,124 : 


11. a 


Psychology * • 


1(^3 


'0.5 


Public administration and socfal 




services 


48 


0.3 


Social science and soci^d sVadies 


553 


2.9 



«ome of the least conventional activities. The list below 
cites some^offered by one or mbre free universities. 

Political lectures 
Films and musical event9 
Consulting with commu- 
nity agenciei, institu- 
ting educa^bnal pro* 
grams 



Health plannhig services 
Ov^as travel seminars 
Free library 



Artists, guild 

Senior citizen's day trips 

Mother's outreach program 
■ ^ 

Evening child care 



Artjexhibits 

Weekly vegetable feas 
(bring your own) 
'"Occasional social events 

Lear^g referral centers reported these types of 
activities, in addition to their usual program of educa- 
ti(A)rdl brokering. 



Recjgational referrals 

^tory telling In elementary 

schools 
Sewing pattern exchanges 



Apprenticeships (offering 
l|;actical job experi- 

Counseling/ tutoring T , 



Course 'suggestions to 
community gi'bup^. 



( 



Problems Reported 
Aiid Future 
Direetiqns 
InFreetlmyersilies 

A|i(t Learning 
Referrlal Centers 




' . ResponH^nts Ifere asked for comments on their 

' future goals or problenis and almost all contributed to 
this section. While not lending themselves to statistical 
summation, these descriptive comments provide a pic- 
ture of the problems facitj^-many organizations and 
their plans for the future. 

Previous sections have already discussed such prob- 
lems a$ need for adequate and stable budgets and for 
sufficient office and teaching/activity space. Jn addi- 
tion, these problems were cited: 

\: Competition from o^ier organizations. Many free 
universities, particularly tliose in metropolitan 
areas, find it difficult to compete with other and 
better financed educational institutions. Sevl&al 
free . universities pdint^d out their problenis iy 
^ this area. 

* Widi tlie rise of learning centers ttirougfi- 

out the metropolitan area, the free univer- . 
sity seems to be limited (since we cannot 
afford the vast array of courses and person- 
nel). We are seriously tliihking of deyelop- , 
ing into a research/resource, center for 
alternative areas of study. 

We can report no growth, slow decline ^ 
likely. There arc at least 60 oUier organj/a- 
^ tions offering free university-like courses 
in our metropolitan area. 

^ Therc has been a steady decline In interest 

over the past few years, due mainly to 
competition with other sources of non- 
credit, interest classes. 
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. Competition frOm within tlie afflliat^d organiza* 
tion, Tiic success^of tiie free univenity move- 
ment on many campuses has encouraged other 
dej/Hrtments to develop competitive activities. 
These other areas of the campus, it might' be 
pointed out, generally have a priority on space 
and almost always are in a position to provide 
better reinfbursement to teachers' Some illustra- 
tive conflments include the followiif^: ^ 

.» 

Our program may be terminated as of June /r 
30 due to university administrators feeling 
that functions of our progr^ can be bet* 
ter carried on by more ''traditional** de- 
partments within the University. 

The free university is being reevaluated 
' this fall to see if It should be kept open. 
Most of its functions have been circum- ' 
vented by the university's continuing^ ^ 
education program. 

I have to limit my program to areas not 
dealt with by the Continuin^^ducation 
Department. If I get a successful program, 
the Continuing Education area takes it over 
and I start all over from square one. 

No longer an innovation. A number of institu- 
tions commented on difficulties in getting fund- 
ing or other support now tliat they are estab- 
lished, or have operated for a number of yean;. 
Foundations, university officials, and commu- 
nity agencies are all more receptive when ^n 
organization is new. 

At the same time, the original founding group 
may have left ihe^grgani/ation and th^ii replace- 
ments not as numerous or dedicated. 



4. Student dropout rates. As'is true of many non- 
credit activities, a number of those who register 
for a course or actij^ will drop out before its 
completion. To counteract this, some fro^ uni- 
versities have instituted a registration fee, with 
the thought that it /nay induce sttjdcnts to re- 
mair> with the course. Another one has developed 
a deposit/refund plan: if the student attends 

• three-fourths of tlie classes, mo^l of the deposit 
is refunded* One free university has shortened its 
class length to 6 w6eks, in an attempH^tH^en- 
courage student retention. It alsows trying more 
one-session workshops. / ^ 

5. Staff turnover and training. The very nature of 
the low budget free university oi Icarujpg^fjcnt^ r. 



me^ms that it must rely heavily on part*time em- 
ployees or volunteer assistance. It follows that 
se persons tend to leave, to locate full-time, 
lid jobs-often when they graduate from on 
Affiliated institution or take a new job in a dif- 
ferent community. Replacing them is a problem. 
'Closely related is theMoss of job-related knowl- 
edge. Training and o/ienting new staff is a major 
problem fa||Pl many of these organizations. 

"6. Technical knowledge and assistance. Th^ir local 
* origins and the fact thdt most free universities 
and learning referral centers are* understaffed 
have handicapped their drawing upon the knowl- 
edge and experienccss of odier organizations. This 
may be aided by technical assistance from the 
F^UN staff and/or by participating in regional and 
' . national meetings of free universities and learning 
centers. 

A number of institutions talked about their plans 
for the future. One has determined tliaHrwould like ^ 
to turn its free university, program intoii legular coqj- 
munity college. It would offer more evening classes and 
8;ive credit for them. Anotiier would like to move some 
of its educational Activities into a program developed 
around an FM-radio station. 

A learning center cited its future needs in thi^ 
fashion: 



The need for oMr own printing press is tJic ifaain 
problem we face. We make up to 30.000 copies 
. , of needed infonnalion and have printed as many 
J" as 150,000 in years past. Our goal is to help'indi- 
vijiials who cannot get needed information on 
thcu field. Our foremost need now is for publi- 
^ calionsiln health massage and reconditioning and 
a diet for diabetics, glycomics, arul heart i)a 
tients. 

Many free university and learning center direc% 
tors are generally optimistievabout tlic futijre of 
their organization and the genXd prospects for tlie 
field. Where tliey add a qualifier to this statement, 
it generally deals with their financial ability over the 
long hauL 

^Sorne directors arc not sure what the fiituie 
holds for their institution. Will students and coin^ 
munity residents continue to be ihtercstecl in non- 
credit learning? Wi^l other parts of the educational 
connnunity expand to offer more competing activ- 
ities? How can tlicse institutions become more 
financially stablef From where will the "second 
geneiratiori" of leadership for the free univcrsitier? * 
and learning centers come? 
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Directory Of Free 
UniYersities Aiid 
Learning Referral 
Centers 



1 



(Note: Free Universities are marked * 

ingly. Xlic list 

University Progrttm Council Classes l-U 
Auburn Union ' ^ . 

Auburn University 
Auburn, Alu. 36830 
205.8264244 



*FU** aAd Learning Centers **LC," Some are both and are m^flrked accord- 
is arranged by State, city, and then alphabetically.) 



Fre<> University 
P.O. Box I247,SGA 
University of Alabama 
lluntsvillc, Aliw 35607 
205-895^428 

Tucson l*rce University 
715 N.Park 
Tucson, Ariz. 85719 
602^62-0170 

l*ree University 
» Arkansas Union, Room 5 
University of Arkansiis 
Fqycttcvillc. Ark. 72701 
501-5754600 \ 



I U 



I u 



I'U 



Open University 

University of Arlj,aiisjis Little Rock 

33rd & University 

c/o Stydent (iovcrtttitcnt Office 

LitUe Rock, Ark., 72204 ' 

501-569-3210 

The Comimmity Center of 

Learning 
311 W 'ir Street 
i<«sscllville;Ark. 72KOI 

• 50t-968-6633 

Kxpcriiiicntal C'ollcpc 
'y.l'S. 

• Jiuinboldt Stulc Uiiivcisity 
Areata, Calif. »552l 
707-826 3S40 
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ICxporimental College 
6 Lower Freeborn 
University of C alifornia-Davis 
Davis, ( alif. 95616 
916-752-2568 

Experimental College 
University of CaUfV>rnia4rvine 
ASU( I 

Irvine, Calif. 92717 
714 833-5547 



FU 



FU 



■U 



FU 



UCLA Experimental College 
409 Kcrchoff lluU 
308 Wcstwood Plaza 
Lof Angeles. GcUif. 90024 
215^-825-2727. / 

University for Man 
Monterey Peninsula (.'oUcge 
980 Fremont, Room E4 
Monterey. Calif. 93940 
408-649-1140 exi. 283 



Experimental College FU 
California State University -Nor tluidgc 
181 1 1 Nordhoff Street 
Nor thridge. Calif 91330 
213-885-2172 



Open Education Exchatige 
6526 Telegraph Avenue 
Oakland, Cidif 94609 
4^5^55^)791 

Experimental College (ASI) 
California State University 
^000 J Street 
Sacramento. Calif. 95819 
916^54^784 



FU 



•U 
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Feminist Free Uftiversity 
908 *F* Strcc)/ 
San Diego. Calir 92101 
714-233-8984 

Communiversity 
P.O. Box 42093 
San Francisco. Calif. 94142 
no phone 

Experimental College 

San Francisco City College 

c/o Behavioral Scienc«% Department 

Ocean and Phelan Avenues 

San Francisco. Calif. 94 1 1 2 

no phone 

The GorUla Grotto: A Play 

Environment 
1323 nth Avenue 
San Francisco. Calif. 94122 
41S^6M12^1 



FU 



TU 



FU 



Lavtndar University 
3816A 19th St. 
San Franci«co. Calif. 
415-77M450 . 



94 IM 



Orpheus 

1 1 19 Geary Boulevard 
San Francisco. Calif. 94109 
415-474-3775 

The Learning Exchange 
. 324 Sentcr Road 
San Jose. Calif. 95111 
408^29-1552 

Network Exchange 
PiO. Box 126 
Santa aara. Calif. 95052 
408-984 8134 . 



FU 
LC 



FU 
LC 



FU 



FU 



L( 



LC 



FU 



FU 



FU 



LC 



lU 



Self Dotfirmination 
VP.O.Boxl26 
Santa Clara. Calif. 95052 
408-984-8134 

Community Free Sclioul 
• P.O.Box 1724 
Boulder, Colo. 80306 
303-447-8733 

^ Colorado Springs RreeUniversity 
P.O. Bo)t 6344 ^ 
Culurudu Springs, Colo. 80934 
303-633-3929 

Denver Vtce University 
P.O. Box 18455. 1122 E. 17th Ave. 
Denver, Colo. 80218 
303-832^688^ 

DcnVcr Open Nctwoj[lc ♦ • 
762 Lafayette 

Denver, Colo. 80218 ♦ 
303-831-9201^ 

University Two 
Lory Student Center 
Colorado State University 
rt C ollins. Colo. 80523 
303491^626 

University of Northern Colorado 
Open University 
e/o University Center 
; ASUNC Office N 
. Cirtelcy, Colo. 80639 
303-3514807 ^ k 

Animas I'ree School 
V Koute l,Box 3 
> Hesperus, C olo. 81326 

303-J854542 

Winter Park I'oruin 
P.O. Box 23S 
Winter Park. Colo 80482 
303 726-5405 

Diversity 

Student Center. R«)«>ni 252 
University of Delaware 
>iewark.l)el 197 1| 
302 7^8 1203 

INI'O 

Wiluastlc C^enter . 
2800 Pennsylvania Ave. 
University of Delaware 
Wilniingtorv. ^^cl. '1*^806 
302-571.8100 

Open University of Washington I- U 
•^333 Connecticut Avenue, NW. 
Washington. D C*. 20008 
202 966 9606 

lh)llyw«>od Leisure University I'U 
lh)llywood. I la. 33020 ^ LC 
305 92 1. 3400 



I U 



I U 



I U 



LC 



ChatConiiTiunity 
Temple Israet of Miami 
137 Northeast 19th Street 
Miami, Fla. 33132 
305-573-5900 

Center for Participant lulucation 
251 University Union 
Florida State University 
Tallahassee, Ma. 32306 
904^44^577 

People index 

Leorf County Public Library 
Northwood Mall 
TaUahassee. I'la. ^2301 
9044872665 

Cominon Learning Network 
c/o Student' Cfowrnment ^ 
CTRI56L 

-University of South I lorilla 
Tampa, I'la. 33620 
813-974-2408 



I'U 



iorifla 



OPIIONS 
Prpgram Area 

Cicorgia Institute ot reelini>to^y 
Atlanta, C.a. 303^2 
404-894 2805 

l-'ree School 

Sc;a 

Student Center. 3rd Moor 
Southern lllinoi<f Univofsily 
Carbomlale. Ill 62901 
618-536-3393 

(^onunnniversity 
University of Illinois YMCA 
1001 S.Wright Street 
Champaign. Ml. 61820 a 
2I7-34H-I35I 
* 

I'hc DeKalb Learning I xi liange 
I38S. 2nd Street 
DcKalh. Ill 601 15 
8 15-758-54 IK .| 

riie Learfiing l-Achan^.e 
P.O. Box 920 
939llinman 
l-.vanstonjn 611204 
3I2'273-33H5 



Lxpcrimefital College 
Box 79 
Knt)X College 
Cialesburg. Ill 61401 
309 343^)112 ext 102 

College of DuPage Alteriialiv* 
Learning Unit 
22nd & Laml)er( Koad 
(;ien i:ilyn. Ill 60137 
312 858 2800 ixt 2M7 K 



LC Coinmuniversily , ' 

Office of Academic Services , , 
Western Illinois University 
Macomb, III. 61455 
309-298-1728 

I'ull Circle Kesource Exchange 
c/o 700 South 6th Street" 
Springfield/lll. 62703 
217-525-0044 

i'ort WaynaLeiiming Exchange 
II 20 Crescent Avenue 
I ort Wayne, ind. 46805 
219422-2233 

V 

Indianapolis I'roc University 
• ' 526 L. 52ndStefeel 

Indianapojis, Ind. 46205 
I U 3L7-357^430or 357 7854 



FU 



LC 



lU 



I u 



I u 
rc 



I c 



I ( 



1(1 



Ml 
l< 



LC 



LC 



FU 
LC 



1U 



Student C^ovejrnment I'ree 

University 
318 Universi|ty Suite TMUC: 
Indiana Stale University 
Trrre Haute, Ind. 47809 ^ 
812-232^^11 exf. 2804 - - • 

Iowa State Memorial Union 
Kmeatii/n Class Program 
Kooni yf, Iowa State Memorial Uni^in 
Iowa St^tc University 
Ames. li>wa 5001 I 
515 29^8081 



NewC«>llegc r-U 

Drake University 

Ohnsted Center 

2f)tli and Univeriii^ 

Des Mftines. Iowa 503 1 1 

5 15 271-371 1 

Creative Alternatives 
c/o DiifTia Paulina 
827 lir«)ad Street 
(Hiniioll. Iowa 501 12 
515-236 8985 

I ink 

P ()^ Box 166b 
loWa City. Inwu 5 J440 
3l'<^ 35.1 54^5 

A<'tion Studies Prt)gff»Tn 
20l C alvin Mall 
University of biwa 
!«»wji City. I«»v\a '^2242 
319 353 3610 

( onununity Idncatioii Project l U 

Al>ilene Recreation Commission 
Cily Building 
Abilene. Kans. bV4l() 
')\ \ 261/266 

i 

People lor People TU 
P.O. Box 407 
CItenyviile. Ka"^ 673 IS 



FU 
LC- 



LC 



J U 
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Qay County Communis Educatl9n FU 

Program / 
P.O. Box 387 / 
ClayCenter»Kanf^ 67432 
913^S32'5142 

People to People PU " 

P.O. Box 113 
DightpfCKans. 67839 \ 
^jM97-2413 

Neosho River Free School FU 
Memorial Union 
Emporia State \Jniversity 
Eniporia»Kan8.>66801 
316-343*1200 ext. 481 

Tri-County Community Education FU 

Project 
c/o City Library . 
102 South Broadway 
Herington, Kans. 67449 
913-258-3577 

*Free4Jniversity FU 
Stud^t Union Activities 
University of Kansas 
Lawrence, Kans. 66045 
913-864-3477 

The Other Term FU 
Philblad Memorial Union 
Bethany College 
Lindsborg, Kan«, 67456 
913-227-3311 ext, 162 

University for Man FU 
1221 Thurston Street 
Manhattan, Kans 66502 ^ 
91^-532-5866 

Marysvi|le Community Lducati(|[i FU 

Program \ ^ 

P.O. Box 207 
MarysviUe, Kans. 66508 

• 

Milford Community Education FU 
Catherine Simon 
P.O. Box 104 
MUford.Kans. 66514 
no phone 

Norton County Community FU 

Education Association 
408 N.Norton 
Norton, Kans. 67654 
913-877-5344 

Decatur County (Community l*U 
Education ' . 

107 E. Ash ^ iy^ 

Oberlin,Kans. 67749 j| 
913475-3553 ^ 

OUburg Rural Education I ' U 

Opportunities 
c/o Ken and Pat l*;mbbcs 
P.O.Box 126 
Qlsburg, Kans. 66520 
913468-3627 



Phillips County Community 

Education Program 
County Courthouse 
PhiUipsbur/K.Kiins. 67661 . 
•9M^43-2fl82 

Free University 
Student Senate 
Pittsburg State University 
Student Union Office 5 
Pittsburg, Kans. 66762 
316-231-7000 ext. 249 

Little House 
Memorial Hall 

9th and Ash Streets. • ' ^ 
SJha,Kans. 67401 
. 913-825-8402 

Roo^ County Community 

Education Program 
c/o Chamber of Commerce Office 
istockton^ Kans. 67669 
913-425-6162 

Trego Recreation Education 

and Environment 
700 N. 4th Street 
Walceency, Kans. 67672 
913-743-5456 



Wichita Free University ^ 
P.O Box 56 # 
Wichita State Univelftity 



Wichita, Kans. 67208 
316^89-3464 



I'ree Media 
188 Woodland Avenue 
Lexington, Ky. 40502 ' 
606-25 3-2*24 

I'^ee University 
Student Center, Room 203 
University of Kcntuclcy 
L9kington, Ky. 40506 . 
606-258-8867 

Louisville I'ree University 
Student Center, Room 2 
University of Louisville 
Louisville^ Ky. 40208 
502-588^695 

I*rec University 
P.O. Dox 3094 
University Station 
Muitay, Ky. 42071 
502-7674588 

I'ree University 

Student Assoi/iution Office 

Powell Building' 

l*!astcrn Kentucky University 

Richmond, Ky. 40475 

606^22 36% 



FU LSU Union Leisure Classes Hi 
P.O. Box BU Uiiiversity^atlon 
Baton Rouge, La, 70893 
51H^^^-611ll . 

Giimbo U : Hbin0 of Fingei-Uckin' I ^ ' 
py De^irning 

USL Box 4-2611 

University of Southwestern Louisian.i 
' Ulaycttc, La, 7^504 . 
^18-234^75^2 - 

^ j^T'rcc Unive/sfty of New Orleans 
Ncw.Orlcans Public Librar/ 
219 Loyola Avenue^ 
EC New Orleans, La. 7tfl40 
504586-4927 
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FU 

T' 



FU 



FU 



FU 



FU 



FU 



FU 



New Age Community Center 
-^97 Danforth Stiteet 
Portland, Nf;iine 04101 
2077735763 

V 

l'!xpc(iniental College 
Colby (*ollc«c 
Watcrviilc, Maine 04901 
no phone 

AUM Study Center^. 
2405 Ruscombc Lane 
BaHiinore.Md. 21209 
301-664-6959 

I'hc Baltimore School 
FX). Box 4833 
Baltimore. Md. 2121 1 
301-366-6800 

Baltimore Free University 
c/o Chaplain's Office 
Johns Hopkin\ University 
34th and Charles 
Baltimore. Md. 21218 
^301:^88187 . 

Free University of Maryland 
F.O. Box 294 
Boltsville, Md. 20705 
301 937-8259 

Beacon Hill I'ree School 
315 Cambridge Street 
Boston, Mass. 021 14 
617-261-3921 

Boston University I- ree School 
(;eorge Sherman Union Building 
725 Commonwealth Avenue 
Bi^ston University 
Boston, Mass. 02215 . 
617-353 3641 

Free University «>f the I'cnway 
68 St. Stephen Street 
boston, Mass. 02115 
617247 1919 
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l( 



I U 



\\) 



I u 



III 



I u 



FU 



I U 



FU 



25 > 



The Hiilel School 
233H{iy. State Road 
^^'^^V^Bosyn, Mdss. 021 15 
^tH<266-3880 

South Boston Community School 
107 South Street ^ 
Boston, MttS8. 021 1 1 
617-542-5352 

. bowel 1 Cooperative Learning 
(Center 
10 Kirk Street 
Lowell, Mass,, 01852 
617-458-7812 



rile r!eai 



The Learning Connection *r 
122 North Street 
Ptttsfield.Mass 01201 
413442-6596 

Arts World Institute of Creative 
Arts 

• 213y2S. MainSlcccf 
Ann Arlu)r,Mich. 48104 
313 994-8400 , . 

Community Switchboard 

( immunity Center Project 

608 North Main 

Ann Arbor, Mich. 46104 

3LU)63^1 

l"hnt l-'reClom School/Learning 

Exchange 
'5005 Lapeer Road 
Burton, Mich. 48509 
313-742.1232 



Prcc llniversity 
Michigan State University 
P (). Box 103 

1 ast Lansing. Mich. 48823 
517-337-180^7 

Parallel: The Teaming Relerr*al 

Service 
Ia.*feure Hall 

Western Michigan University 
Kalama/oo. Mich. 49007 
616 383-1994 

i'ree University 
Northern Michigan University 
Student Activities Olfice 
P O Box 58 

Marquette, Mich. 49855 
906-227-2440 

I ree University 
448 Hamlin Hall * 
Oakland University 
Rochester. Mich 48063 
3n 377 3570 



FU 
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FU 



LC 



lU 



LC 



FU 
L(\ 



I U 
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FU 



^Minnesota FrettOniversity FU 
' c/o James ParkVlf 
1417 First Aventle SQUtH, 310 
Minneapolis»Minn. 55403 ' 
612-871-7275 

Com muni vcrsity FU' 

107 Gentry HaU^ 

University of Missouri-Columbia 

Cofumbia^Mo. ^5201 

314.882-2635 

Communiversity - FU 
University of Missouri-Kansas City 

^ 5100 RockhiURoad 

' Kansas City, Mo, 64110 
816^76-1429 

Free University at St. Louis * FU 

University 
Busch Memorial Center, Room 301 
20 N.Grand Blvd. 
St. Louis, Mo 63103 
31^535-330dyxt. 316 

People's School FU 

BQX691 
St. Louis, Mo. 63188 ^ 
314*8628(^6 

Community University FU 
Student Union Building, Room 259 
Montana State University 
Bozeman, Mont. 59717 
406-9944041 

University Center 
University of Montana 
Missoula, Mont. 59812 
406 2434661 

. ( 

Carfoll County Learning Center 
P.O. Box 801 
Conway, N.H 03818 
603447-6650 
1/ 

Another Place 
Route 123 ^ 
(Greenville, N. II. 030iki 
603-878-1510 



FU 



FU 
LC 



I U 

Lt 



hree University 
( onitnunity House 
Seton Hall University 
400 South Orange 
South Orange, N.J. 07079 
201-762-9000 ext 570 



I'U 



Binghamton Learning Fxchange L(* 
P.O. Box 862 
Binghamton, NY. 13902 
607-724-1973 

(\)ncepts& Creations l*U 
1 23 Seymour College Union 
SUNY Brockport 
Brockport. N Y. 14420 
716-395-2631 



. ' Clinton Frise University 

P.aBqk>73 > • 

Clintonrhl.Y, 13323 ■ ' 
.315-859.^7109' . 

Middle Earth Switchboard 
' '485 Fulton Avettue 
Hempstead, N.Y. H550 
no phone 

Community Self Reliance Center 
140 West SUte Street 
Ithaca, N.Y. 14850 
607-272-2040 ' 

The Learning Web 
Cornell University 
318 Anabel 
Taylor Hall 
Ithaca, N.Y; 14853 
607 256-5026 

Apple Skills Exchange 
137 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N Y. 10010 
212-533-1104 

Freespace Alternate U. 

339 Lafayette Street 

•New York, M,Y. 10012 . ^ 

212-228-0322 

Manhattan Resources 

41 Union Square West, Suite lp28 

New York, N Y. 10003 

212-24iiH6730 

Open Space 

Loeb Student Center 109 
New York University 
566 (luardia place 
New York, N.Y 10012 
212-598-2001 



tc 



LC 



LC 



FU 



FU 



FU 
LC 



FU 




Communiver&ity 
Vocations for Soifial Change 
(ienesee Street't'orporation 
7 1 3 Monroe-Arenue , 
Rochester, N.Y. 14607 
716461 2230 

I ree University 

c/o Human Development-Nl'ID 
1 Lomb Memorial thrive 
Rochester Institute of Technology 
Rochester, N Y. 14623 
716475-6200 

( immunity Learning I'x change 
P.O. Box 6263 
Syracuse, N Y. 13217 
3154224062 

I ree UniversJ 

609( lardMon Street 
SyracuscJ-^.Y. 13210 
3l54724f*l 



I U 



I U A 



LC 



FU 
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SHARE (SkiUs, Hobbies, Arts, LC 
-M H^sources, Education) 
554 E. HaigcttStreet 
Raleigh. N.C. 27601 ' 
919-834-9534 ' 

Free University FU 

University tof Cinclnna^i^^. 

340 TUC % 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45221 . 

513475-6006 

Community Ubrning Exchange ^ 

ofColumbusV 
P.O. Box 3208 H 
Columbus/Ohio 913210 
614-291-9938 

Free University FU 

Student Union 

John Carroll University 

Washington Blvd. 

University Heights, Ohio 44118 

216-932-7252 

Community Extra-Curriculum FU 
731 Elm Street, Room 316 
Norman, Okla. 73019 
405-325-3161 

Bruner Free University FU 
Hantson Meqorial Methodist Church 
19 S. 65th Wcs( Avenu^ 
Tulsa, Okla. 74127 
918-245 3144 

Praxis Project FU 

Free University in Tulsa 

Canterbury Center 

2839 5th Street 

Tulsa, Okla. 74104 

9^8-939-5433 

Supplemental Education FU 

c/o Student Activities 

Oral Roberts University 

7777 S, Lewis 

Tulsa, Okla. 7410$ 

918-492^161 ext. 2442 

ASOSU Fxperimcntal College l U 

Memorial Union Fast 
Oregon State University 
CorvaUis, Qreg. 97331 
^03-754-4683 

Search I U 

EMU ITi Suite! 

University of Oregon ' 

Eugene, Oreg. 97401 • 

503^86-4377 

I'ree University f U 

Levi/js and Clark College 
P.O. Box 10 
Portland, Oreg. 97219 
503-244-6161 ext. 576 



Tradeoff 
P.0\ Box 1446 . 
Bethlehem, Pa. 180ilB 
? 15-867-1972 



LC 



FU 



FU 



FU 



FU 



Commun{versity 
LaSalle College 
5501 Wisher . . . 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19144 
215-95M577 

Tli«.Qr6p*In Ceiute 
i s 10 North Park MaU 
Temple University 
Philadelphia, Pa. 19122 
215-787-7435 

Free University 
223 Hct^cl Union Btiiilding 
University Park, Pa. 16802 
814-863-0038 

VUlanova Free University 
P.O. Box 207 Tolentine Hall 
VUlanova University 
Villanova,t>a. 19087 
215-527-2100 ext. 739 

Brown Resource Center 
Learning Exchange Network 
Brown University 
P.O. Box 1825 
Providence, R.i. 02906 
401-863-2419 

Free University " 
Russell House University Union 
P.OBox85l4l * 
University of South Carolina 
Columbia, S,C. 29208 
803-777-7130 r 



Free University f U 

United Ministries Higher Education 
South Dakota State University 
802 1 1th Avenue 
Brookings, S. Dak. 57006 
605-692-2603 



LC 



FU 



I'.rce University Cornmittee FU^ 
Union Board ^ 
Dakota State College 
Madi|»n,S. Dak. 57042 
604f256-3551 ext. 279 

Comnninivcrsityj FU 
P.O. Box I070r 
Knoxville,Tcnn. 37919 
615-588.1839 

Free University v U 

Student Government 
341 University Center 
University of Tennessee 
Knoxville,Tenn. 37916 
615-239-8177 



The Learning Network 
25 10 Rio Grande 
Austin, Tex. 78705 
512-476-0427 

T.exas Union Classes 
Texas Union Room 312 
University of Texas at Austin ' 
.Austin,Tex. 78712 o 
512-471-3654 



Free University ' FU 

Texas A&M University \ 
Miimorial Student Center 
P.O. Box 5718 
CoUegeStatioii^Tex. 77844 
713-845-1515* 

Dallas Public Library -A PL/CAT LC 
1954 Commerce . ' . 

Dallas, Tex. 75201 ' 
214-748-90'/l ext. 364 

Mountain View College Conlnninity I* U 

Service < 
4849 W. Illinois 
Dallas, Tex. 75211 " 
214-746-4114 . . 

|-ree University I'U 
Student Center, Box 355 
Southern iicthodist University 
Dallas, Ter 75275 
214-692-2378 

p 

Free Universilv of Denton 
P.O. Box 13765 

North Texas State University Station 
Denton, Tex. 76203 
no phone - ■ " 

'the Class Factory, inc.. 
1 907 SW. I-reeway 
Houston, Tex. 77006 
713-526-9069 

Sundry School 
Campus Activities 
University Center 
Houston, Tex. 77004 
713-749-1253 . 

r 

L.E.A.R.N. 

University Center Programs 
Texas Tech University 
Lubbock, Tex. 79409 
806-742-3621 



FU 



lU 

I 

I U 



University Center , ^ 

Special Interest Classes Committee y 
StQphen F. Austin State University^ 

' P.O. Box 3056 ^ . 

. Nacogdoches, Tex. 75962 * , 
713-569-3401 cxt 26 * - 
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C o;ilcs Center Oourses 
l iinity University / 
C\)ateii University Center 
715 Stadium Drive, Box 51 
S:ui Antonio, Tex. 78284 
512-736-8525 



. U\. 76701 - ' ^ 



t Miiu<uiirses 

'. Iiuxl220 
tiMii.l'tah K4322 



• r ' orsiiy ut Utah 

II": i< r-214 



i'U 



1 u 



I u 



Short Courses - FU 

Squires Student Center 
^Virginia Tech Union, Program Offlc<^ « 
Virginia Pofly technic Ihstitute 
BFacksbur^vVa. 24.060 
703951-5661 



VmCA Free University fO 

c/o Cooper House 

305 Washington Street 

Blacksburg, Va. 24060 - ' 

703-951-4432 



ASUM Experimental College FU 
Student Union Bldg.-FK 10 
Unhfersity of Washington ' 
ScatUe,Wash. 98195 
206-5434375 



Health and Life Univcr^ty FU 
4'/4W.Maln 

Walla Walla. Wash. 99362 
509-529-7000 



Frfce University * ^ 
CartwrightCent^r . / 
University of Wisconsin-LaCrosse 
LaCrosse.Wis. 54601 
. 608.785-8547 

Bnai BritlfHiUel Foundation 
6ri Langdon Street' 
Madison, iVi9.S370a 
> 606^2564361 



FU 



. Milwaukee Free Univenjty 
P.O. Box 92305 ' -* 
Milwaukee, Wis. 5^02 
414:265-0445 

Free University 
c/o Jan Harris 
McMiUanHaU 

University of Wisctf>nsin-River Falls 
RhferFaHs,Wi$. ^4022 . 
715425-3551 

m 

Multiversity 
P.O. Box 3625 
University Station 
Laramie, Wyo 82071 ^ 
307-766-6340^ 



FU 



FU 



FU 



X 



r 
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Listing Of New Free 
Universities And 
Learning Referral 
Centers • . 




Since Hie Purvey was made, in the spring of 1978, a number of new free universities and learning referral centers 
have developed. While data on them are not included in Uie summary tables in this report, a listing of them may be 
of valCie to many reader^. 



Monroe (Vuinty liifonuatnon 

l!\clian}i(C 
Monroe County Public Library 
303 I'.. Kirk wood Avenue s;, 
Blooinington, Ind. 47401 • 
812-339-2271 



Monde County I' roe University 
c/o Meade County l-'.x tension 
Courthouse 
Meade. Kaiis. 67864 
316 874 2021 



tension 



Newton Learning Irx change 
108 S. Main Street 
Newton. Kans. 67114 
no phone 



Westmoreland C*onim unity 

Education 
Westmoreland. Kanfs. 66549 
no phone ( 



i (* l.clVning & Skills l Achangc 

' Campus I'ree College 
^ft .14 Beacon Street * 
" Hoston. Mass 02108 
617-742-3060 

l.tinsing Area Learnhig Exchange ^ 
Lansing i^iblie Library. 
4IOS (*apitol Street 
Lansing. Mich, 48914 
517-347-4600 

Br«M)klyn Skills l\xchungo 
2242 L:. 28th Street 
Brooklyn. N.Y. 11229 
no phone 

II' 

Ctnnniunity Skfm Bank 
^ 4 1 I hiid Street 

Ashland. Oreg. 97520 
no phone 

^ • 

Vevango Center for Creative 
It' lievelopnitnt 
IVO Box 382 
Iranklin.Pa. 16323 
' '814437-5822 



LC 



IC 



I IJ 

J 

LC 

t 

I U 



Neighborhood Talent and Resource LC 

Registry 
612 S. Dallas Avenue. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15217 
412-521-3416 . 



Providence Fjee University 
148 Colonial Road 
iProvidenec.R.L^ 02906 
401-272-9253 



Community Education Cooperative LC 
College of the Mainland 
8001 Palmer Highway 
Texas City, Tex. 77590 
7J 3-939-121 1 

con sth U nion M ini Cou r scs . I * IT 
f09 Memorail Union 
800 Langdon Street 
Madison, Wis. 5^706 
608-262-3156 

Wyoming i'ree University ^ l U 

c/o GwenTippett 

1 127 Hast B Street 

Casper, Wyo. 82601 

307-237*5460 
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Appendix: 



Reproduction Of Survey 
Report Form 
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SURVEY OF HIEE UraVERSmES AND EIX^ 



This report Is authorized by law (20 U S.C. 1221e): While you are not required to respond, your cooperatkmls 
needed to make the residts of the survey compreherisiv^ 

Please fill oqt this form as completely and accurately as possible. If necessary, make estimates where actual 
data is not avaibMe. 



Report for ^ mc^ recent 12-month period for whkrh data is available. 

For whk:h perkxl are you reporting? (check one) ^ 

. __July 1,1976 - June 30, 1977 / 

Jahuary 1 - December 30. 1977 I 

Odier(pl«»e specify) \ — ^ ^ 



r: Nameof organization: 
4. Address: 



Street or Box: 



City, State, Zip -X 



3. Area code and telephone number: 



4. Type of organization (check aU applicable): 

Free university, (experimental coBegc, qcffimuntversity, free school, etc) free unhfersWes 

ai^ a specific type qfor&arazation (often kriow^ . 
nondegree classes^re offered ifo the general adult publ^^ 

of a traditk>nal college or university. They tend to issue catalogs of thcwr offeifings^ to charge 
only a sn^ll fee which covers class expenses or no fee at all, and to opeoite^pna irelativ^ jpw 
budget. . / v'^ , » 

Educational referraVlcaming center (learning network, Ie2|min9 exchapge, referral servk:e„ 

etc.) Th^ centers provide educational referrals to individuals seeking infonnation from o^ip 
individuals offering teaching, skiO, or tutqirial servk:es. They serve ^ educaHon brokers^, 
between^persohs seeking specific educatk>n aq^ sources able to provide it. 

^ (Note: if your organizatwn devotes most of its tiine to classes, check free unive^ ^ 

its time is devoted to educattonal refenals, check learning center. ;jCheck both, if kith are- 
important parts of your program.) • , 

Neither a free university nor an educa tk)nal referral/leaming center. If notiiirf^ase suriimarize in 

a few words your institution's mission. 



If you checked ""Neithtfr a free ufiiversity nor an educatfonal reff rraVleamlng center^* 
do riot proceed further withllye survey fcwm, but return h In the envebpe provided. 
Do complete the l^uit item, however, to indkate the name of the person re^Kmdins. 

\^ ^ ■ ■ • 



5. ^ear(s) (6un(ted: - > (If closed, and reactivated, Ist those years abo. For example. ''1971^ 

1973, 1975 plus ''would indicate that the ordanizatbn origirialty began in 1971, be;^!^ tractive in 1973 3Mid 
was reactivatecj in 1975.) . ^ 

6. Affiliation (check one) , 

College or university What is its name: : ' 

1 community agency 

irKlepen$leiit 

AptKer please specif; ^ , >^ • > 

7. Eligibility for learning activities (check one): 
— Open to anyone 

^ Open only to adults age • • and ewer ^ - • 

. ^ Open only to college and university-related people (students, staff, administrators, or their 

families, etc.) . ^ . - 



.Other: plea^ specify: 



8. Activities offered (checI^a^rnany as ^mplkrable) 

classes^ courses, workshops, etc. 

educational referrals* 

4_ cooperatives (food, tool, craft, etc.) 
others, specify 



f Free Uiniveraities 

Items 9, 10, and 11 shoukl be completed only for free universities. Institutk)ns which are exclusively learning 
centers should skip to item 12. 

9. Cla rsses offered . Indicate classes offered during the 12 months of the survey period. Either send a catalog 
lisjnng all classes offered during this period or, on a separate sheet of paper, list them. Indicate, if using a 
list, how often each class was given. Folr example, if macrame was given twke in the spring and once in the 
fall (either by the same instructor or by different teachers) the correct response would be ''macrame (3)". 
Obviously, enck>sing catdk)gs may be easier and actually prefera^. 

10. Registrations. Indicate total registrati9ns for each of the two last yeai^s. A registratkin is one person taking 
'oD|^ course. If one person takes two courses, that is twobre^strationS. If one person takes one course in 
>ne fall and two in the spring, that wouM be three registrations. 

Total number of registrations for the most recent year: \ ^_ 

Total number of registrations for the year before thaft l_ - 



1 l\Unduplk:at€d count. Estimate how many different individuals participaj^d in your programior each of the 
iH^wo years. This counts each person only once, regardless of how many classes in which he or she 
paginated. 

Total unduplicated Count of participants for the most recent year: 

Total unduplicated countof participants for the year before that: . > 



' Educntkinal Rcfcnal/Lcaniiiig Ccnt«n 

Iteim 12 and 13 should b« completed only by organizations which offer learning center activities. All other r 
orgamzations shqdd ddp to Item 14. 

12 ReferraUnwideJndkairSfiknumberofref^ 

teachers, leaders, <k other^uiyan tesources on file to assist them 



Number of referrals made In the most recent year 



Number of referralstnade In the ]{ear before that ^ > — 

Number of twher«,leader8, or human resources on file in the mbstredcnt year 

Number of teachers-leaders or human resouJrces on file in the year before that . 



13 Undupbcated count. Indicate how many different indiOiduals sought 

iorSch^fthelastt«»year8.Thiscount8eachper8ononlyonce,regard^ 

sought help. , 

Total unSupBcated count of participants in the most recent year. — : 

total unduplicated count ofparticipants in the vwar before that : 



AO Rcspondento 

Both free universities and learning centers should fifl out the remaining Items. 

14. Information oh students or clients. Most organizations don't keep »^"«»^":Sr.™«!Sjfn?l£ 
partk:lpant8buthavea30odideaofthdr8ource.lfyoudon'thaveaccurateflgu^ 

most recent year/ ^ ^ 

■i Percent Male - ^ __ P<;^cnt nwnority (Black. Percent from or related 

ZZZpSentFemafci " • Asian. American Indian l®*'*^^^!"^' 

. Hispanic) ksge with which the or- 

ganlzation is affiliated 

» 

, * . Percent community resi* 

^ dentooftheareainvu^iich 

the organization is k>* 
catcd ^ 

15. Staff. Number of administrative and other nonteaching staff. Ptease ^ the nwnber 

persons who are involved in administering or operating the program. Exclude teachers or resources 
persons (as used by learning centers) 

' ___LFuU-timcpaid , ^ Full time, not paid 

t timepaid Bgajme. not paid 



__J.i>art time paid BMf^' 

/ Finaiicial ^ 



All respondents^shouW answer these questions, using the most recent year for which budget information is 
available. If necessary, use estimates. 

16. Fees. What fees are charged by your organization? 
(Check all applicable) 

registratipn fee. to use the organization 

' \: teacher, class, or service fee. for the individual activity in which participated 

no fees, except for materials. . ' , 



^ other, please specify: 
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^7. StHutn of ixoajf. Liu ^)0^^lb^anrK>unt8 for aU sources utiM in thc fnost recent year 



' / * 0 ' Stud«f^tg(>ve^^men^^^^other^Me^t organs 

' * Refliilralion few from participants ' ' " § 

^ ." <^TMch«r, class, or service f«g8 from participaiits 

V CbnfiradsAidgranto ^ 

^ Donations ^ 

- ^ , BmeiHs, ftifKl laisers, special projects 
) • • • • 



^ Ottter, please speijfy^ , [ • 

Total ^ 

18; Expenditures. Liet the'dpDar amounts for aU main categories of hinds expended in theiwifet recent year 

Staff ttdaries* \ ^ ^ « % 

Teacher fees . ♦ . . 

.' .Facilities ' ^ , 

Cataio4KH»|K:hure> advertising , . ^ $ 
Total 

^ m . * 




19. Comments on growth. Cite future goals or probtens |p your or^nizatibn which may affect its future 
Your response wiU not be identified w|th your organization and wiU be used o%to help spot problems 
tn^nds, andfiHans in th^ field. (' , . 



/ 



•J. 20. Name of person#spondindx^Jtb»^urvey: * 

S • ^ — ^ . 1 , m , ^ • 

Phone number: (Area Code) - " . * ^ 



•Please return theJohn and-your catalog of lists of courses or activities in the envelope provided to: 

•The Free University N^tvu6rk 
1221 ThurstoMvenue 
ManhaHan» Kansas 66502 



If you have any questions, and want lo call us. the tclepfion^ number is 913/532 5866 

Please return by^Apriri. 
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